
Isham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Isham Parish Council held on 

9th March 2020 in the Village Hall. 

 
17/20 Present:        

         

            Alan Curtis (Chair) 

Barry Hobbs (Deputy)     

Douglas Forrester  

Clive Hallam        

Liz Lovett  

Peter Priest  

Graham Rait     

Bob Taylor       

Alison McLaven (Clerk)         

8 Members of the Public     

      

18/20 Apologies  

      

Jan Gillard, Rob Gough and Jennie Bone sent their apologies, which were accepted       

      

19/20 Declarations of Interest         

          

Councillor Hallam declared an interest regarding the disused water tower, Orlingbury Road.  

Councillors Curtis and Taylor declared an interest regarding the proposed extension in Winston 

Drive.  

       

20/20 Approval of Minutes of 13th January 2020      

 

Councillor Priest proposed and Councillor Taylor seconded the minutes being approved and all 

in favour. 

          

21/20 Public Question Time        

  

The pot holes on the A509 going south are worse than previously, Clerk to report. 

 

The Borough Council of Wellingborough had responded to the Clerk regarding the amount of 

litter on the verge. KBC had not responded.  Clerk to write again, 

 

The Car in Fairfield Road, the Police know the owner, but feel it is not appropriate to ask them 

to move it at the moment. Many residents are disappointed as the car has been left on the grass 

verge for over 6 months now, and procedures were followed to get it removed, but it is not felt 

by the Police to be urgent.  The Chairman proposed that if the necessary action has not been 

taken by the Police in the next 10 days then the Clerk would write to the Chief Constable and the 

Police Commissioner. This was agreed. Councillor Forrester will mention this at the JAG 

meeting, and he asked that no action be taken until he has raised the matter at the meeting.  



 

Trevor Jones commented on the amount of parking on the pavement, particularly an incident 

which meant a mother and child had to walk in the road and were nearly hit by a vehicle. As this 

has been decriminalised, the Clerk will put a reminder in Connect 5 asking for considerate 

parking. 

 

22/20 Neighbourhood Plan     

 

The group has recognised the need for professional help, and are in the process of selecting. The 

engagement meeting is anticipated to be in the summer. The group is in discussion with Sue 

Bateman re housing requirement. The village is constrained at the moment by access onto the 

A509. Affordable housing is also a concern at the moment.  50 properties are required by 2031 

and with those promised and already built around 30 are already provided. The plan will help 

decide if these are built in one group or several. 

  

23/20 PFA   

 

The report for the PFA was given at the previous Annual Parish Meeting and there was nothing 

to add. 

 

Councillor Lovett thanked everyone who turned up last Saturday to help work on the boundary. 

The event was cancelled via Facebook due to the bad weather, but several people turned up and 

a good bit of work was done. The volunteers agreed to do more at a later date.  

  

24/20 Cemetery  

  

There was a joint meeting of the Policy Group and Finance group to discuss small alterations to 

the wording of a couple of the regulations. Councillor Lovett proposed and Councillor Hobbs 

seconded, all in favour. 

 

The new area of the cemetery needs to be mapped. The clerk made many enquiries, and has 

found a company, CDS to do the work.  Other companies offer to do this, but the actual mapping 

is done by the company we want to use, or they are American, with a minimum charge of 

£10,000 and they told the Clerk that the Council was too small to be of interest to them. 

Councillors Curtis and Lovett will work on what trees are needed and where the paths should go. 

Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Hobbs seconded all in favour of CDS doing the 

mapping. 

 

Recording the plots was also discussed. Pear Technology and Deceased on line both quoted to 

put the information on line, so that anyone can find if a relative is buried in the cemetery. 

Councillor Hallam proposed and Councillor Lovett seconded, all in favour of going ahead 

with Deceased on line processing the information. 

 

25/20 Correspondence  

  

Ncalc newsletters  



NCC/BCW consultations   

Highways updates.  

The Chairman raised the email sent by WSP about lighting at the roundabout near the Cemetery. 

After a discussion with their representative he advised that they were looking at an additional 

light and possibly moving two others. The Chairman advised that he had explained that any 

additional lighting would not be paid for by the Parish and that any extra electricity use should 

be paid for by the developer as Isham is not receiving any benefit from this development and it 

was expected that the development would cause further problems to the Village of Isham. This 

was seconded by Councillor Hobbs and all agreed with the Parish not making any payments 

towards the lighting or the energy used. The Chairman also stated that he needed to check on the 

situation with regard to the guarantee if the lights were removed and place in a difference place 

by different contractors and report back. 

   

26/20 Finance    

  

The following payments were approved 

 

2 Commune   Website costs   £552.00 

Alison McLaven Salary costs   £385.62 

HMRC   PAYE   £188.40 

DHF products   Glebe sign   £101.76 

Northants ACRE subscription   £  35.00 

Isham Village Hall rental    £  45.00 

J Davis (NP)  paper   £  15.98 

 

An email from Ncalc had been received advising to give delegated powers if a meeting cannot 

be held due to Corvid-19 

 

Councillor Curtis proposed and Councillor Hobbs seconded  

 

In response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK and in the event that it is not possible to convene 

a meeting of the council in a reasonable time, the Clerk plus either the Chair or Vice Chair, 

shall have delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of the council where such decision 

cannot reasonably be deferred and must be made in order to comply with a commercial or 

statutory deadline. In the unfortunate event that either of or both the Councillors being taken ill 

then they will nominate additional Councillors until they have recovered. The delegation does 

not extend to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its Standing Orders or 

Financial Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be recorded in writing 

and must be published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This delegated authority 

ceases upon the first meeting of the council after the council meeting at which the delegation 

was put in place.  

 

All in favour 

 



The Clerk explained about the investigations about storage of computer records and that the 

Joint Group meeting had considered this and agreed that we use Microsoft one drive at a cost of 

£ 9.40 per month. 

This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Curtis- all in favour 

 

27/20 Planning      

   

WP/19/00658/TCA - 1 x conifer, 1 x Ash, 6 x Hawthorn - remove due to urgent need to build a 

retaining wall where the land is subsiding. Replacement planting will be done at 7D Kettering 

Road - permitted, IPC did not comment on this application. IPC have been in discussion with 

BCW and have lodged a complaint over their inactions regarding the problems that have arisen 

with the planting and works to the boundary with the Monk & Minstrel site. 

 

WP/19/00700/FUL - Proposed two storey side extension at 8 Winston Drive - application 

withdrawn. 

 

WP/19/00702/LDE - Application for a lawful development certificate for an existing use or 

operation or activity including those in breach of a planning condition for: following the grant of 

planning permission, all relevant conditions were discharged and a meaningful start made on site 

with the access, services and garage to plot 1 being built at All Saints House 26 Middle Street - 

ongoing, IPC have not commented on this application. 

 

WP/19/00748/FUL - Conversion of water tower to dwelling with detached garage - part 

retrospective application at Disused Pumping Station Orlingbury Road - permitted, IPC did not 

comment on this application. 

 

WP/19/00759/CND - Details submitted pursuant to condition 3 (external materials), 4 (hard and 

soft landscape works and boundary treatments) and 5 (preliminary risk assessment) of planning 

permission ref: WP/19/00475/FUL at 10 Wellingborough Road - permitted, IPC did not 

comment on this application. 

 

WP/20/00010/AMD - Application for a non-material amendment to planning permission ref: 

WP/14/00349/OUT, WP/14/00837/REM and WP/19/00482/AMD to confirm materials and 

appearance at Manor House Farm Middle Street - permitted, IPC objected to the application but 

the planning officer gave approval, IPC have lodged an objection because they had envisaged 

the application would go to the planning committee to decide and it did not, a response to this 

objection is awaited. 

 

WP/19/00759/CND - Details submitted pursuant to condition 3 (external materials), 4 (hard and 

soft landscape works and boundary treatments) and 5 (preliminary risk assessment) of planning 

permission ref: WP/19/00475/FUL at 10 Wellingborough Road - discharged, IPC did not 

comment on this application. 

 

WP/20/00102/FUL - Single storey side extension at 8 Winston Drive - ongoing, IPC have not 

commented on this application. 

 



WP/20/00123/VAR - Variation of condition 2 of planning permission ref: WP/19/00079/FUL for 

variation of affordable housing provision. The application seeks to change Plot 5 of the approved 

scheme from a 1 bedroom affordable rent unit to a 2 bedroom affordable rent unit. The 

development hereby approved shall be carried out in accordance with the following 

drawings/details: L/SI/18/010 (development progress based on approved layout 

WP/17/00452/VAR) received 11 February 2019; L/SI/18/013 A (revised development plot 1 

plans and elevations) received 11 February 2019; L/SI/18/016 B (revised development plot 6-8 

(AFF Rent) - plans and elevations) received 4 April 2019; L/SI/18/017 A (revised development 

plot 9 -plans and elevations) received 11 February 2019; L/SI/18/018 A (revised development 

plot 12 -plans and elevations) received 11 February 2019; L/SI/18/019 C (block plan/site 

location plan); L/SI/18/020 D (revised development proposed landscaping) L/SI/18/024 B 

(revised development proposed site plan) L/SI/19/002 A (Plots 2 & 3 / 4 & 5 proposed floor 

plans) L/SI/19/011 A (plots 2 & 3 / 4 & 5 proposed elevations) at Plot 5 Land Off The Sorrels - 

ongoing, IPC have not commented on this application.WP/15/00769/FUL and 

WP/19/00079/FUL - Erection of 18 dwellings (including 7 affordable dwellings) and creation of 

vehicular access at Land Off The Sorrels - we understand that the housing association proposed 

by the applicant have withdrawn and a new housing association to partner with the applicant is 

being sort, we also understand it is incumbent on the applicant providing those affordable 

dwellings before more than 70% of the market housing can be undertaken . The motion was put 

that ‘Isham Parish Council fully supports the efforts by Wellingborough Borough Council to 

ensure that the full quota of affordable housing in the Sorrels development is delivered as soon 

as possible and without further delay.’  It was proposed by Cllr B Taylor and seconded by 

Cllr C Hallam and unanimously agreed. 

 

KET/2019/0666 - Construction work for the dualling of A509 between A14 jct 9 and Symmetry 

Park employment site, with new roundabout, associated drainage, lighting and landscaping - 

ongoing, IPC have objected to this application and the application is going to be considered by 

KBC planning committee tomorrow evening, the KBC planning officer is recommending 

approval. 

 

28/20 Elections 

 

The Borough have now issued the information for the election process. Anyone interested can 

collect the forms from the Clerk and they must be returned to her by midday Friday 3rd April. 

 

29/20Any Other Business         

  

 Speedwatch will take place from 10th May for 3 alternate weeks. More volunteers are needed, 

anyone interested should contact the clerk. 

 

Councillor Rait had contacted the County regarding directional lines on the road at Junction 9 

roundabout, but not had a good response. The Clerk to contact County, including Councillor 

Gough and Kier advising that the road is very dangerous, and there is frequent road rage at the 

roundabout. Councillor Forrester will mention it at the JAG meeting first. 

 

  



30/20 Date of the next meeting         

       

The date of the next meeting is 18th May 2020 at 7.30pm 

        

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm with thanks to those attending.  

   

  

  

 

 

   

……………………………….Chairman                 ………………………….Date    

  


