
Isham Parish Council     
Minutes of the Meeting of Isham Parish Council held on  

9th September 2019 in the Village Hall,     

     

70/19 Present:           

           

Alan Curtis     

Barry Hobbs      

            Douglas Forrester        

Liz Lovett 

Peter Priest 

Graham Rait    

Bob Taylor      

Rob Gough County 

Alison McLaven (Clerk)        

7 Members of the Public     

      

71/19 Apologies           

       

Jan Gillard, Clive Hallam, and Jennie Bone sent their apologies, which were accepted     

      

72/19 Declarations of Interest           

           

Peter Priest declared an interest in 39 Fairfield Road     

       

73/19 Approval of Minutes of 8th July 2019      

           

The minutes were signed as a true and correct record. This was proposed by Councillor 

Hobbs and seconded by Councillor Priest, all in favour.        

  

74/19 Public Question Time       

 

Bill Standerwick advised that when he attended the presentation from DB Symmetry 

regarding the dualling of the A509, he had asked what they proposed to do re air quality. 

Councillor Hobbs advised that they will be made available when the conditions are 

discharged. We have a monitor in the village, although the Borough are approximately 2 

years behind in publishing the information, we have been well within the guidelines. 

 

Janice Forrester asked what is happening about the shop? Is there still food inside. 

Unfortunately, the Council have no answers to this. The Clerk will write to the Borough with 

concerns over the possibility of rotting food and also ask if the sign on the outside can be 

removed. 

 



Ann Marshall asked when the footpaths into and out of the Sorrells development would be 

open, Clerk to write again to the County and to ask about the stile being replaced as well. 

 

Colin Odom asked if the Council had an official response to the DB Symmetry consultation. 

Councillor Hobbs is considering our response and will submit it. Mr Odom was concerned 

about pinch points in the road. It was noted that they are not actually dualling the road, the 

road will become one side of the dual carriageway and they will build 2 lanes alongside 

leading to the new roundabout. The roundabout will cause the most problems, probably 

requiring the road to be closed to complete it. There was discussion of the road, the 

development and the bypass. 

 

75/19 Rob Gough County update 

 

Councillor Gough had received Councillor Bone’s apologies and would also advise what he 

could on Borough matters. 

 

The Borough have started a sub committee for climate change. There are suggestions on the 

refurbishment of the multi-storey car park. There has been a suggestion to put solar panels on 

the very top. There may be more government money available. 

 

County funds are slightly better, there is less of a deficit, although the money set aside for 

pay rises is going to be used to fund the gap rather than pay lower paid staff. Child Services 

will become the Childrens Trust when Unitary takes over. A commissioner is looking into 

the situations that have arisen from Child Services.  

 

Unitary is moving forward, and in May there will be elections for a shadow Unitary Council. 

There will be 3 representatives for our Area, replacing 2 Borough and 1 County Council 

Officer. The County last met in July, but the cabinet meeting is the day after this meeting, 

and the full County meeting next week.   

 

The Bypass will not be dealt with properly until Unitary is in place, and the government 

situation is not doing infrastructure straight away. 

      

76/19 Neighbourhood Plan     

      

Councillor Taylor advised that there are continual meetings at a slow pace, the objective is a 

public meeting in November, open to everyone so that they can ask what they want in the 

plan, suggestions were given. Councillor Lovett advised that expectations would need to be 

managed, as there were limits to what we actually do.  There had been a very useful meeting 

with Sue Bateman from the Borough Council. Councillor Gough is willing to answer any 

queries he can help with, from his experience as chair of Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 

 

 



77/19 PFA    

   

The equipment which is up and running and received many positive comments is awaiting 

the inspection from Wicksteeds who used contractors for the work. A post installation 

inspection can be done for just over £300, but if Wicksteeds are happy with the work we 

could just wait for our Annual Inspection which costs around £70 and is due in the near 

future. No safety concerns regarding this just a final installation check.  

     

78/19 Speed Watch   

 

This has taken place for the second time this year. The first time in May letters were sent to 

100% of the 134 vehicle drivers who were over 35 mph. In August 165 drivers were over the 

35mph, including one driver over 50mph, all have been reported. We are looking to do 

sessions again next year, and more volunteers would be appreciated as numbers are 

dwindling. There was discussion of monitoring compliance at the crossing. It was suggested 

that the DB Symmetry development be asked to provide a red light camera.  

  

79/19 Correspondence       

     

Ncalc Updates, training information and newsletters including 5th October AGM, no one 

available to help. 

County Council updates and consultations   

Wilson Browne – Land at Kettering Road, Councillor Rait proposed, and Councillor 

Taylor seconded the paperwork be signed regarding the charge on the land which has 

been excised in 2001. All in favour. 

NCC updates, newsletters and Highways works weekly updates.   

   

80/19 Finance   

  

Councillor Hobbs proposed and Councillor Forrester seconded all in favour of the New 

Financial Regulations being approved. All in favour The Clerk to put on the website. 

 

The following payments were approved between meetings 

 

To Whom   Amount  VAT   Total 

Mowerman    650.15  130.02  £780.17 Cut 9 

Mowerman   650.15  130.02  £780.17 Cut 10 

SSE      65.87          3.28    £69.15 July supply 

 

The following payments were approved at the meeting 

 

HMRC    172.40    £172.40 PAYE 

A McLaven   396.72    £396.72 salary & expenses 

SSE        67.84       3.38  £  71.22 August supply 

PKF Littlejohn  200.00    40.00  £240.00 Audit Fees 



Isham Village Hall     45.00   £  45.00 Rent 

 

Proposed by Councillor Hobbs seconded by Councillor Forrester. 

The audit has been concluded and the external Auditor found no problems, the Notice of 

Conclusion will be posted on the website. 

 

The finance group had met and agreed some works to be done and these need ratifying.  

Bus shelter works (it was noted to send a letter of thanks to Marlene Freeman for cleaning at 

the end of the Council year) 

Courses, Councillor Taylor to attend 2, and the Clerk to attend 2 

Mapping the Cemetery.  

Councillor Lovett proposed these all go ahead, seconded by Councillor Taylor, all in 

favour. 

 

Councillors Curtis and Lovett will meet and discuss the works needed at the cemetery and 

bring the plans back to the Parish Council meeting. 

 

There is provision for another weed spraying, Norse had recommended spraying May and 

September. Councillor Hobbs proposed, Councillor Taylor seconded going ahead with 

this and then seeing if it was worth budgeting for in future years. All in favour. 

 

There is also provision for an extra grass cut. Councillor Priest proposed and Councillor 

Hobbs seconded, that in November, Councillors Curtis, Hobbs and Priest will decide if 

the extra cut is needed. All in favour.  Following discussion, Councillor Lovett proposed 

and Councillor Rait seconded that the date of the cut be put on Facebook and the 

website along with a letter requesting Residents of Fairfield Road with grass verges in 

front of their properties to remove cars from the verge while the grass is cut. 

 

The meeting also discussed a sign pointing the way to the Glebe Field. The best site for this 

is the outer wall of the Bus Shelter. The Clerk has approached a company for a quote but no 

reply has been received. Councillor Rait asked for the details and he will also look into it. 

Councillor Lovett proposed and Councillor Forrester seconded going ahead as long as 

the cost is around £100 or under. 

 

81/19 Planning     

 

Planning is an attachment with the minutes. 

 

82/19 Any Other Business          

   

East Midlands Airport have sent a consultation regarding airspace and only given 2 weeks to 

respond. Councillor Taylor advised that the flight path may be changing so that aircraft may 

or may not come over Isham, with no restriction on night flights, enabling them to fly at 

7000ft rather than 10,000ft which will mean more noise at night. He is proposing that the 



noise be shared around, and will provide a response for the consultation. Consultation to be 

put on Facebook and website, and the response when it is prepared. Thanks were given to 

Councillor Taylor for the work he had already done.  

 

 83/19 Date of the next meeting        

       

The date of the next meeting is 11th November 2019, at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall.  

         

       

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm with thanks to those attending.     

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

……………………………….Chairman                ………………………….Date          


