
Isham Parish Council   
Minutes of the Meeting of Isham Parish Council held on 

13th May 2019 in the village hall,   

   

32/19  Present:         

         

Alan Curtis   

Barry Hobbs    

            Douglas Forrester      

Jan Gillard  

Bob Taylor    

Liz Lovett    

    Graham Rait    

Alison McLaven (Clerk)      

14 Members of the Public   

    

            

33/19 Election of Chairman 

 

Graham Rait proposed Alan Curtis as Chairman, Jan Gillard seconded, all in favour. 

 

34/19 Election of Deputy 

 

Jan Gillard proposed and Graham Rait seconded Barry Hobbs as Deputy, all in favour 

 

35/19 Apologies         

     

Clive Hallam and Peter Priest sent their apologies, which were accepted   

    

36/19 Declarations of Interest         

         

There were no declarations    

     

37 /19 Approval of Minutes of 18th March 2019    

         

The minutes were signed as a true and correct record. This was proposed by Councillor 

Hobbs and seconded by Councillor Gillard, all in favour.       

     

38/19 Public Question Time     

    

 Martin Evans asked if the judicial review would be dealt with now or in planning and it was 

agreed to discuss it first. We are getting a legal opinion as to whether or not it would be good 

to call for a Judicial Review. We need the opinion quickly as we have to make the 

application by 17th May. The council is upset at how Kettering Borough Council dealt with 



the matter, and that they did not defend the appeal. We felt that they should have supported 

the opinion of councillors. Speakers against it also felt a lot of points had changed in the 

Joint Core strategy and this should have been taken into account. We felt it right to spend 

money on legal opinion as the Judicial Review would cost £30,000 to £40,000 and if we lost, 

we would have to pay the other sides costs as well. Councillor Curtis advised he thought this 

would take place in court. A meeting will be held once we get the opinion to see if we go 

forward and to explore where the money will come from. The council’s money is already 

allocated on other expenditure, and it is hoped some parishioners may wish to help. Alan 

Dicks was concerned that we only had a few days to decide on spending such a large amount 

of money.  Mick Sisman asked if there were any other grounds to appeal on, such as toxic 

road emissions, there was then discussion of the monitoring of fumes by the Borough 

through the Environment department. These have been installed to European Standards. 

 

Mick Sisman was also concerned that following the new streetlighting being installed, his 

house was in a black spot. He was burgled and his house is not lit by either light in Fairfield 

Road or the Main Road. Councillor Curtis noted that many residents were pleased by the 

lights, but would contact the contractor to see if anything can be done, possibly re- angling 

one of the lights. The new lights give out light in an upside down funnel shape. It should also 

be noted that they are very energy efficient. 

 

39/19 Councillors responsibilities and working groups 

 

Alan Curtis – Website  

Barry Hobbs - Buildings  

Peter Priest – Grass Cutting  

Bob Taylor – Footpaths and Glebe Field  

Douglas Forrester – Police   

Jan Gillard – Community Awareness, Highways  

Clive Hallam – County and Borough Liaison and Village Hall  

Liz Lovett – Cemetery, Allotments, Trees and School  

Graham Rait – Electricity/street lighting  

  

Finance working group – Councillors Curtis, Forrester, Hallam, Hobbs, Priest and Rait  

Planning working group – Councillors Priest, Gillard, Hallam, Hobbs, Rait and Taylor 

Policy working group – Councillors Curtis, Gillard, Taylor, Hobbs and Lovett  

Street lighting working group – Councillors Curtis, Hobbs and Rait 

Tender opening group – Councillors Curtis, Hobbs and Rait  

 

40/19 Adoption of GDPR Policies 

 

Councillor Forrester proposed and Councillor Taylor seconded that Northants Calc be 

appointed as the council’s Data Protection Officer, and following policies be adopted. 

All in favour. 

 

a) The Data Map 

b) The Data Protection Policy 



c) The Subject Access Request Procedure 

d) The Data Breach Policy 

e) The Records Retention Policy 

f) The Privacy Notices 

g) Security Checklists from all Councillors 

h) Councillor resignation checklist 

 

41/19 Footpath Warden   

 

Due to circumstances the Footpath Warden has not been able to walk all the footpaths, but 

will do this and prepare a report for the next meeting. 

 

42/19 Lighting 

 

The work is now finished, it took longer than expected because Western Power were needed 

to fit kill switches to a couple of lamps which were live and had no way of switching the 

power off.  All the lights are now operational, and our electricity expenditure which was 

£5215 will now be under £813. The price of electricity changes by the day, but we have now 

signed up for a 5-year contract with SSE and the cost will not change in that time.  Western 

Power had a record of 71 lights, but one was duplicated, we are only allowed to claim a 

refund for the past 18 months. We have already had a refund from E-on for charges and are 

in credit with them, this will be repaid when we change contracts The Sorrels are due to 

come on board soon this may be added to the contact or have a separate one.  

 

43/19 Parish Plan/Neighbourhood Plan   

    

Councillor Hobbs proposed and Councillor Lovett seconded The NP designated area 

should be the parish boundary. All in favour.  Clerk to advise John Davis. 

 

44/19 Cemetery 

 

Councillor Rait proposed and Councillor Lovett seconded that the Council approve and 

adopt the new cemetery charges. 

 

Now that the work on the lighting is finished, we can restart working on the Garden of 

Remembrance and the seats and bus shelters. 

 

45/10 PFA  

 

The Agreements have been signed with Wren and WBC for the £42,000 of grants. 

Wicksteeds start work from 28th May for approximately 2 – 3 weeks. Access is across 

Tilley’s land, and it is vitally important that the gates are locked at all times. Councillor 

Lovett asked for volunteers to check the contractors adhere to that. Details will be published 

on the PC website and the Intouch Facebook group.   

 



The Trust deed needs to reviewed. 

   

46/19 Street Watch 

 

A very positive meeting took place with over 30 residents, Marion Turner-Hawes, from 

Street Watch and Nicole Degg a civilian from the Police.  Volunteers giving a minimum of 

2hrs a month will be patrolling in pairs. They will be provided with tabards, a torch, an alarm 

and note book. HiVis coats can be purchased. An organiser for the village will need to come 

forward. There is a second meeting being organised so that registration forms etc can be 

processed, the checks will take a further couple of months. There may be a few more 

meetings needed to get it up and running. The Parish Council funded the first meeting and it 

was agreed to finance the next couple of meetings as well. 

 

47/19 Allotments 

 

There are 5 empty allotments, Clerk to advertise these on the Facebook page.  

 

48/19 Parking 

 

Concerns had yet again been raised regarding parking problems, but the police did not feel 

they were a problem. Councillor Gillard will attend the JAG meeting in place of Councillor 

Forrester, who is unable to attend. She will take photographs, and pass on comments, mainly 

due to villagers’ concerns that emergency vehicles will not be able to get through the parked 

cars, especially in South and Middle Streets and Fairfield Road. There was discussion of 

writing to all residents, but it was agreed to put something on the website and Facebook once 

the clerk had contacted the Fire Brigade to see what the situation was regarding moving cars 

out of the way. 

 

49/19 Rats 

 

There has been a large number of rats in Park Close and the residents took action. They used 

poison purchased from amazon as the nominated pest controller recommended by WBC was 

not available for a minimum of 2 weeks, spending over £500. Then the rats were spotted in 

South Street and Church Street also some on the A509 and also Fairfield Road. There was 

discussion of how to get rid of them and what was causing the infestations.    

 

Councillor Hallam has contacted Norse. Clerk to write to Wellingborough including 

Councillors Bone and Hallam and the response to be put on the website and Facebook. 

 

50/19 Correspondence     

   

Ncalc Updates, training information and newsletters   

County Council updates and consultations 

Acre- not able to keep PFA records, Councillor Forrester to collect 

 

 



 

51/19 Finance including Audit Report, Governance Statement and Cemetery Books 

 

The annual governance statement was approved. The accounting statements were approved. 

The report from the Internal Auditor was read to the meeting and comments noted. 

 

After a review of the Financial Regulations, it was agreed to add to financial regulation 5.7- 

and one-off payments. 

 

It was agreed to finance the scanning of the cemetery records. 

 

Councillor Curtis proposed that the weeds be sprayed again on the footpaths in May 

and September at a cost of £675, seconded by Councillor Hobbs. All in favour. 

    

The following accounts were approved for payment between the meetings 

 

To whom    Cost   VAT  Total 

Mowerman cut 1 & 2   1300.30 260.06   1560.36 

Mowerman cut 3     650.15 130.02    780.17 

 

The following accounts were approved for payment at the meeting 

 

Came & co Insurance     485.96       485.96 

Ncalc subs & audit      585.95       585.95 

IPCC floodlights      224.37       224.37 

Mowerman cut 4      650.15   130.02     780.17 

Street lighting   22993.00 4598.60 27591.60 

HMRC      173.20       173.20 

A Mclaven salary & exp    449.94    21.58     471.52 

 

52/19 Planning    

 

WP/18/00751/FUL - Proposed single storey rear flat roof extension and new external 

render application to house + up to 300mm high decking at 38 Fairfield Road – 

application permitted, IPC did not comment on this application. 

 

WP/18/00799/LDE - Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for existing 

use for the occupation of the dwelling by a person not solely or mainly employed or 

last employed in the locality in agriculture in breach of condition 1 of planning 

permission ref: BW/85/0963 at Dunbelly Barn, 50 Orlingbury Road – application 

permitted, no consultation to IPC by BCW. 

 

WP/19/00019/ADV - Signage to west gable of existing two-storey element of 

existing Public House at 39 Church Street – application permitted, IPC did not 

comment on this application. 

 



WP/19/00079/FUL - Erection of 10 dwellings with associated landscaping (net 

increase of 2 dwellings on development permitted under reference 

WP/17/00452/VAR) - plot 10 approved bungalow to house, plots 1-7 (inclusive) 

layout redesigned to include 9 plots at Land Off The Sorrels – ongoing, IPC did not 

comment on this application. 

 

WP/19/00118/FUL - Erection of a log cabin to be used for garden storage on land 

opposite, and owned by, 12A Langton Place at 12A Langton Place – application 

permitted, IPC did not comment on this application. 

 

WP/19/00128/TCA - Removal of conifer tree at 12A Langton Place – application 

permitted, IPC did not comment on this application. 

WP/19/00160/FUL - Retrospective application for a replacement barn at land to the 

rear of 102 Orlingbury Road – ongoing, IPC have objected to this application. 

WP/19/00258/FUL - Proposed single storey front extension, internal alterations and 

removal of window and patio doors and replacement with 4 pane bi-fold doors on 

rear elevation at 40 Fairfield Road – ongoing, IPC have objected to this application. 

KET/2017/0616 – Outline planning application by DB Symmetry Ltd for up to 

214,606 sq m gross external area for class B8 warehousing & distribution, ancillary 

class B1 (a) offices, with associated access, internal roads, parking, landscaping and 

drainage at land to the south of the A14 junction with A509 – The Inquiry date has 

been set to commence at 10.00 on 8 May 2019 and will be held in the Council 

Chamber at Kettering Borough Council offices.   

 

The timetable sets out the following dates:- 

Submission of statement of common ground by 13 March 2019 

Submission of proofs of evidence by 10 April 2019 

Witness names and anticipated duration for: 

 

i) opening and closing statements 

ii)  evidence in chief 

iii)  cross examination of other parties’ witnesses 

iv) Copy of LPA event notification letter 

by 17 April 2019  

Estimated number of sitting days 6 days 

Decision issued on or before (Inspector decided cases) by TBA. 

 

The IPC made a formal request for the appeal to be called in by the Secretary of State 

but he determined that it would not be called in. 

 

Following the approval of DB Symmetry planning application KET/2018/0965, DB 

Symmetry requested that the Inquiry date was cancelled and the Inquiry held in 

abeyance for two months. 

 

Following a Freedom of Information request to NCC a copy of the Option Agreement 

to purchase the land by DB Symmetry was issued to the IPC, this raised a number of 

further questions back to NCC and a reply is awaited. 

 



IPC have been very concerned about the actions of KBC which appear to them to be 

most irregular and have therefore sought the opinion of Counsel on these matters to 

determine what further action can be taken. 

 

KET/2018/0965 – Outline planning application by DB Symmetry Ltd for up to 

214,606 sq m gross external area for class B8 warehousing & distribution, ancillary 

class B1 (a) offices, with associated access, internal roads, parking, landscaping and 

drainage at land to the south of the A14 junction with A509 –  

 

Abingdon Consulting submitted their report to the Parish Council and it was 

determined that there were no other issues that could currently be raised in our 

objection to the proposal. 

 

The KBC planning committee on Tuesday 19th March 2019 approved the application 

despite the efforts of those who spoke against it; our thanks for their efforts are 

extended to Councillor Jim Hakewill, Councillor Ruth Groome, John Davis and 

Councillor Hallam. 

 

The IPC made a formal request for the appeal to be called in by the Secretary of State 

but he determined that it would not be called in. 

 

Other planning matters – 

 

Councillor Morris meeting – There has still been no response to the meeting we 

attended on Wednesday 14th November 2018.  

 

Mr Bone reported he was meeting with the Chief Executive of the NCC on Tuesday 

5th March 2019 and would ask a number of questions on our behalf, however, to date 

we have not heard from him. Following receipt of the Option Agreement to purchase 

the land from NCC by DB Symmetry and the pertinent questions this raised, these 

were passed to Mr Bone to take up directly with the CE of NCC and his response is 

awaited. 

 

I would like to thank all of those who have assisted but a special mention and thanks 

should go to Nigel Ozier, John Davis and Martin Evans for all their help, hard work 

and research they have undertaken in connection with DB Symmetry and the by-pass.  

Councillor Hobbs doesn’t believe Parishioners will realise just how much work has 

gone into fighting the applications and it could not have been done without them. 

Councillor Curtis and Hobbs met with Mrs Fiona Hick to discuss the access road and 

land she owns leading up to the Glebe Field. 

 

53/19 Any Other Business        

 

There was no any other business 

    

 



54/19 Dates of the next meetings       

     

The dates of the next meetings are 8th July 2019, 9th September 2019, 11th November 2019, 

13th January 2020, 9th March 2020, APM at 6.30 followed by the Council meeting and 

Monday 11th May 2020, all Mondays and at 7.30pm, in the village hall, unless otherwise 

stated.   The May meeting may have to change due to elections. 

       

     

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm with thanks to those attending.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………….Chairman              ………………………….Date        


