
Isham Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council held on 

Monday 16th November 2015 at 7.30pm in the village hall 

 

75/15 Present: 

 

Alan Curtis (Chairman) 

Peter Priest (Deputy) 

 Gillyan Bailey  

 Douglas Forrester 

 Jan Gillard 

Clive Hallam (Borough Councillor) 

Barry Hobbs 

 Val Plowman 

 Graham Rait 

Alison McLaven (Clerk) 

15 members of the public 

 

76/15 Apologies 

 

Jenny Bone (Borough Councillor), sent her apologies, which were accepted. 

 

77/15 Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor Hallam will make no decisions on planning 

 

78/15 Approval of Minutes of 7th September 2015 

 

Councillor Gillard was added to the list of attendees, and  David Martin and Derek Plowman 

had their designation changed from tree warden to Footpath Warden proposed by 

Councillor Priest, seconded by Councillor Hallam, all in favour. 

 

79/15 Matters Arising 

 

Mill Lane planning application withdrawn (this was later found to be incorrect and the 

application stands) 

 

The hedge in Green Lane, matters have been on going with correspondence between the 

Clerk & Highways, their final response is that the opinion is that there is no regulatory action 

required at this location. There was no-one available to attend, although they could possibly 

have someone available for the January meeting. In the meantime Councillor Hobbs to give 

dates and times to meet and Councillor Curtis to enable a meeting with a representative of 

NCC in the Green Lane. 

 

Councillor Curtis said he had met with highways and discussed proposals regards the 

dropped curb near the willow tree but declined to discuss the detail at this meeting. 



Highways also gave Councillor Curtis some large signs saying ‘Please do not park on the 

grass verge’. These are not legally enforceable. Councillor Priest proposed we do not use 

them, Councillor Rait seconded, all in favour. 
 

Councillor Hobbs had figures for a water supply to the Allotments, the route would mean 

digging up the path to the Bier House, which would need a lot of work to rectify, the cost 

would be £6500- £8500, and then the supply costs would be nearly £2000. Councillor Curtis 

proposed, and Councillor Hobbs seconded to look to repair the guttering on the Bier House 

along with the work needed on the Bier House and to make more water storage available, and 

to be try to be able to recover the costs. All in favour. 

 

Councillor Plowman had contacted Kettering Cemetery and they only permit scattering of 

ashes in the Garden of Remembrance, and have a book of remembrance open on a daily 

basis.  It is not practicable for a book to available. When the work on the Bier House is 

looked at we will look at the possibility of a wall for plaques and the scattering of ashes.  

 

80/15  Public Question Time 

 

Mr Davies asked what was being done to continue to fight against Mill Lane planning 

application, as it was felt it would come back. The general advice is that the best defence is a 

Neighbourhood plan. Peter Bone MP has sent a 20 day question to the Secretary of State to 

advise on the best way to proceed and point us in the direction of funding. We have been 

relying on Wellingborough Borough Council telling us there is a 5 year housing plan, but that 

is not accepted by the Inspectorate. A letter has been sent to the head of planning regarding 

our displeasure over the appeal of 9 properties in the Sorrels. The planning inspector did not 

come out until 6pm, when all our comments show that school times are when the traffic 

problems are. The planning committee have a 6 week period to challenge the inspectorate 

over the decision, we are awaiting their response. Peter Bone MP has written to the Secretary 

of State to review the process the inspector went through. Cost of a Neighbourhood plan are 

in the region of £10,000 -£15,000, Irchester spent £46,000.  

 

Janice Forrester asked who owned the verges, it is the County Council, she asked if they 

could be tarmacked, but there is not enough money available for this. It is difficult for 

ambulances/fire engines to get up Fairfield and Winston due to the number of cars on the 

road. It was suggested to write to residents and ask them to use their garages at the rear of the 

properties. 

 

Thanks were given to the council for not accepting the appeal results regarding the Sorrels 

and continuing the action. 

 

81/15 Planning  

 

21 properties at the Sorrels – appeal withdrawn 

9 properties at the Sorrels – discussed above 

3 bed chalet bungalow in Green Lane – going to appeal but no papers seen yet. 

46 properties Mill Lane – withdrawn (incorrect information given – still ongoing) 

Lodge farm -  4 dormer windows – no objections 

Langton Farm – render in lieu of stonework –no comment 

Temporary use of garden room 86 Orlingbury Road – it was felt the permission should be 

from the date of occupation, we have written to the head of planning regarding concerns over 



conditions and the number of constructions at the rear. It was noted that the lorries have gone 

but cars for sale have now appeared. 

Works to hedge, ash and cedar – All Saints House 

Scoping opinion re proposed construction at Latimer Energy Park, it is a very large building, 

and we have made a response regarding the issues we want clarifying including the route to 

be used by vehicles. 

11 Mill Lane – we have reported works that have been going that may need planning 

permission to see if permissions given. 

 

82/15 PFA 

 

Councillors Curtis and Plowman will be meeting with the cricket club on behalf of the PFA 

to discuss the future lease and rental agreements. 

 

Mandy Stokes advised the meeting that Liz Lovett and Heather Davies would be making a 

presentation to the meeting regarding outdoor fitness equipment. The presentation was to the 

PFA and the Parish Council. 

 

The presentation explained the concept and showed examples of the equipment. Councillor 

Hallam thanked them for the presentation. 

 

There was discussion of grants available. It was also noted that the school doesn’t have a 

green space and makes use of the Glebe field. 

 

There was then discussion on the access to the Glebe. Clerk to try to find who owns the field 

behind the access field, as it was reported Mr Clarke had died. 

 

It was agreed that Councillors Bailey, Forrester and Plowman would liaise with the proposers 

to make an action plan taking into account costs of providing the equipment and installation 

along with the potential on going costs and comeback with how to go forward, noting that the 

PFA does not have much revenue. 

 

84/15 Village plan 

 

The group had met to talk things over and the recommendation is to pursue a Neighbourhood 

plan. We have not yet a response from Peter Bone MP. It is important to get residents 

involved so that the actual preparation is not done by the Parish Council, but by residents, 

with the Parish Council for guidance and contact. 

 

Pytchley are planning a Neighbourhood Plan and Kettering Borough Council have issued a 

consultation notice, which Wellingborough will do for Isham. 

 

The chair of Irchester Parish Council is happy to come and talk to a group.  A majority of the 

members of the public at the meeting were in favour of a Neighbourhood plan. Councillor 

Hallam proposed and Peter Priest seconded we start the process. All in favour. It was 

agreed the sub-committee would remain the same, Councillors Bailey, Gillard and Hobbs. 

Janice Forrester volunteered to knock on doors when the questionnaire was needed to be 

delivered. 

 

 



 

85/15  Report from Footpath Wardens 

 

The wardens had provided a report, a copy of which is available from the Clerk, this was read 

to the meeting and passed to Councillor Bailey to action. 

 

86/15 Willow Tree and Tree on Green next to Church 

 

County were asked for a mirror to help with visibility on Middle Street, they do not allow 

mirrors now. 

 

The quotes to remove the trees have been received. 

 

Councillor Curtis proposed and Douglas Forrester seconded No action to be taken on the 

willow tree and to ask the Borough Council if we can manage the other tree by lifting the 

canopy and reducing the height by 1/3rd . Councillor Rait proposed an amendment to 

remove the tree Councillor Hobbs seconded this. A vote on this proposal resulted in 5 in 

favour and 4 against. The Clerk will apply to the Borough Council to remove the tree and 

apply for management works on the other tree at the same time. 

 

87/15 Cemetery 

 

There has been vehicle damage to the cemetery wall, and to a grave stone. We have had the 

wall made safe and have sent a copy of the invoice to the insurers. The insurers have obtained 

a quotation for the repairs from their contractor, but we are in the process of getting our own 

quotations to send to the insurer. There will be auxiliary works that will also need doing. 

 

88/15 Seat in the Sorrels, Lynn Hogg Family 

 

The Clerk has looked into this, and there were no previous objections, and no need for 

planning permission from the County. Clerk will contact Mrs Hogg and ask what type of 

bench they wish to site and proceed from there. 

 

89/15 Correspondence 

 

NCalc – updates, vacancies and newsletters  

Highways- newsletters and updates  

Police – crime stats, Councillor Forrester had been to a JAG meeting and advised the 

meeting, the Police were aware of a Noise complaint in relation to the Lilacs and they 

are monitoring the situation. Fly tipping is on the increase especially at Ecton Lane. 

Information has been issued re drones. There have been 2 break in’s in Fairfield Road 

and 1 in Winston Drive. A brochure has been produced, Wellingborough District 

Village Information Guide, which the Clerk will ask if it is available as a PDF to put 

on the website. There was discussion of PCSO’s and volunteer constables for villages, 

Councillor Bailey explained about the volunteers and the Clerk will see if she can get 

a copy of the leaflet on the website, and Councillor Curtis will add the information to 

Connect 5. Neighbourhood watch was discussed and it was agreed to look into this, as 

there is only one group left in the village. 

Northants Licencing – up date re statement of principles 

WBC – Parish Forum 18th November 7pm 



Northants Rural Housing – annual report 

CPRE – Autumn Roadshow 12th November 6pm Great Houghton Village Hall 

Resident– Noise at the Lilacs 

 Peter Bone – re Sorrels and Neighbourhood plan 

NCC – grass cutting grant 

KBC – scoping opinion and Pytchley Neighbourhood plan 

Police commissioner – update  

Requests to add links to website for items such as incontinence and pet welfare – it 

has been agreed not to promote anything not village related.  

 

90/15 Finance 

 

The following accounts were approved for payment. 

 

Ncalc audit fees 1014  155.00  155.00 

E-on September 1015  280.02 56.00 336.02 

Mowerman cut 11 1016  589.00 117.80 706.80 

Ray Richardson  wall tidy up 1017  447.00 89.4 536.40 

Mowerman cut 12 1018  589.00 117.80 706.80 

HMRC PAYE 1019  80.20  80.20 

A McLaven Salary 1020  338.93 0.58 339.51 

 

The finance group will need to meet before 14th December to discuss the precept. 

 

91/15 Any Other Business 

 

Councillor Rait advised the meeting that the traffic count had recorded 25836 vehicles 

through the village. 

 

The Clerk was asked to find out about Police Speed Check Area posters. 

 

92/15 Date of the next meeting 

 

The next meeting will be Monday 4th January 2016 in the village hall at 7.30pm 

  

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm with thanks to those attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………….Chairman   ………………………….Date 


