
Isham Parish Council     
                              Minutes of the Meeting of Isham Parish Council held on th 

        13  January 2020 in the Village Hall,  

     

01/20 Present:           

              

            Barry Hobbs       

Douglas Forrester  

Jan Gillard  

Clive Hallam        

Liz Lovett  

Peter Priest  

Graham Rait     

Bob Taylor       

Alison McLaven (Clerk)         

3 Members of the Public     

      

02/20 Apologies  

      

Alan Curtis and Jennie Bone sent their apologies, which were accepted       

      

03/20 Declarations of Interest         

          

Councillor Taylor declared an interest regarding 8 Winston Drive and Councillor Hallam 

declared an interest regarding the disused water tower, Orlingbury Road.  

       

04/20 Approval of Minutes of 11th  November 2019       

          

The minutes were signed as a true and correct record. This was proposed by Councillor 

Hallam and seconded by Councillor Lovett, all in favour.          

  

Councillor Taylor and the Clerk has met with a representative from Microshade who are 

preparing a quotation for using the Cloud for storage of our Parish information.  

The Clerk is still to check with the Land Registry who owns the shop on the main road.  



There has not been any response from the school or the garage regarding the damage to the grass 

verge. However, the Bus Company had apologised and we have asked if they can claim on their 

insurance to repair the verge.  

  

05/20 Public Question Time        

  

It was asked if the earthworks adjacent to Niort Way were in connection with the bypass, 

however, it was thought this was related to the housing infrastructure. No further information 

has been received by the Parish regarding the bypass.  

  

It was reported that the timber footbridge over the river has had a hole burnt in the walkway 

flooring - Clerk to report it to Street Doctor.  

  

A resident pointed out that the hedge opposite the end of The Sorrels is overhanging the road and 

should be cut back - Clerk to report it to Street Doctor.  

  

Concerns were raised regarding the number of HGV’s going down Station Road to Weetabix as 

this is prohibited and there is concern especially with the excessive weight being imposed on the 

already damaged river bridge - Clerk to write to Weetabix and send a copy to the PCSO.  

  

06/20 Borough//Unitary update  

  

Councillor Hallam reported that the Unitary bill is about to be presented to Parliament. This 

Ward will come within the Earls Barton ward which will have 3 councillors attributed to it. The 

shadow cabinet is to be elected at the May Elections.  

     

07/20 Footpaths  

  

Concern has been expressed regarding the width of the recently reopened public right of way 

from Kettering Road to The Sorrels as fence lines may have been moved. Councillor Taylor had 

measured it at it's narrowest width at 73cm, this is believed to be narrower than the regulatory 

width. Councillor Taylor will check the definitive map to establish what width it shows, if any. 

The Clerk will contact Highways to establish what the minimum width should be.  

  

The Clerk had been advised that the stile is not to be replaced, there is only a requirement for a 

stile if animals are to be retained.  The land owner is Mr Harpur and he may have given 

permission for the horses to be used upon it.  



  

Mr Harpur now owns the Mill and the field where the trees were cut down, Mr Harpur did not 

ask for this to be done. The Clerk is in contact with Mr Harpurs agent as he has information 

relating to the trees being cut down by Kier, although the County and the Borough both denied 

any knowledge of this. The Clerk to report via Street Doctor to establish if more information can 

be provided.  

  

Despite our report that the street sign in South Street is unsafe the Borough have stated they 

consider it to be safe.  The Parish is not satisfied with this so the Clerk to contact the Borough 

again and copy in Councillor Hallam as there are still concerns that the sign could fall on 

someone and cause injury.  

  

The fly tipping in Burton Station Road has mostly been cleared away except bricks and rubble 

containing some asbestos in a gateway. We understand Norse attended to clear it but were 

prevented from doing so as the workmen on the rail bridge would not move their vans to allow 

them access. As soon as it is possible and they have men available Norse will return and remove 

it.  

  

Councillor Forrester advised that the annual litter pick up has been arranged and will take place  

on Saturday 21st March.  

  

08/20 Neighbourhood Plan     

  

Councillor Taylor reported that the steering group has started engaging with groups within the 

village, asking what they would want in the plan and anticipate finishing this prior to April, 

before the engagement meeting. The group will be applying for grants for expenditure during 

20/21. It was always anticipated that they would use profession advice. They have identified 

consultants with relevant experience. Councillor Taylor was asked to ensure that all Parish 

Council rules and regulations were strictly adhered to for procurement and expenditure. 

Councillor Taylor proposed the group has authority to select a consultant, having at least 3 

tenders and choosing best value. Councillor Rait seconded all in favour  

  

Councillor Hallam advised the meeting that Ecton spent 5 years on their plan spending circa 

£9000 and received circa £8000 in grants so a relatively small had been spent from their precept.  

  

The group wished to ask the Borough to confirm the amount of required housing for 2011-2031. 

Councillor Hallam advised that the village is infill only, and the rural housing number relates to 



all the villages, following discussion Councillor Forrest proposed the Clerk write and ask 

the Borough for a figure to be used in the Neighbourhood plan, Councillor Rait seconded, 

all in favour.  

  

There will be flyers sent out for the public engagement meeting. The conservation area is one of 

the areas under discussion in the plan.  

   

09/20 PFA   

  

The annual inspection has taken place and there were only low and very low risk items but 

our concern was expressed over possible finger entrapment.  A meeting is to be arranged at 

the Glebe as soon as possible to inspect items that may need attention. th 

The AGM will be 24  February in the village hall. th 

On the 29  February a group of volunteers will meet at 10am to cut back hedges and tidy 

things up. Volunteers will be requested via the website and Facebook group.   

The Cricket Club rent demand has been sent with the 1.5% increase, as per RPI.  

  

10/20 Cemetery  

  

Councillor Lovett advised the council that she and Councillor Curtis had met, discussed the 

plans and measured the proposed area for the Remembrance Garden. Councillor Curtis had 

drawn up specifications and discussed with Councillors Lovett and Hobbs. There will be an L 

shaped planting border, a bench, which has already been purchased, edging and removing of 

dead bushes and roots, and existing bushes reduced. Councillor Lovett proposed that the 

tenders be sent out and if they come back within the budget, meet best value, the most 

appropriate chosen for approval by the Finance Group, then the work can begin in March. 

Councillor Taylor seconded, all in favour.  

  

There was discussion regarding the number of Churchyard grass cuts. Norse have reimbursed for 

12 cuts this year and will also do so for next year, but advised they will only reimburse for 8 cuts 

and no pick up the following year so this should be taken into account when obtaining tenders 

for the new grass cutting contract.  

  

11/20 Litter on A509  

  



It was agreed the litter from Kettering towards the village, and from the village towards 

Wellingborough was at the worst it has ever been. Clerk to write to both WBC and KBC 

requesting this is to be cleaned up.  

  

12/20 Correspondence  

  

Ncalc newsletters  

NCC consultations  Highways 

updates.  

White Line – the dropped kerb lines have been painted on both greens either side of the Church. 

Local Electricity Bill – request that we support this bill empowering local communities to sell 

locally generated clean energy direct to local customers. This was thought not relevant for our 

council.  

Rail Consultation – comment that the consultation doesn’t include ticket prices.  

Northants Warm Home fund – NCC putting gas heaters in properties.  

Cars – The car in Church Street has been moved. The Car in Fairfield Road has been re- reported 

now that the tax has been out of date for the time limit. E.L.V.I.S and the PCSO spoke to the 

owner and requested they move it to a more suitable place.  

   

13/20 Finance    

  

Following discussion, Councillor Rait proposed and Councillor Priest seconded the precept 

remain the same as last year at £27,950.00, all in favour.  

  

Payee               Nett amount      VAT          Total  

  

Councillor Hobbs  

for the planning advisor              £95.95            £0.00           £95.95  

  

Came & co, PFA Insurance              £1,033.58        £0.00            £1,033.58  

Liz Lovett, Bench for cemetery    £250.32  £0.00              £250.32 

HMRC PAYE                   £181.20  £0.00              £181.20 A 

Mclaven          £272.54  £0.00              £272.54  

  

Electricity by Standing Order    

 21.11.19         £65.87   £3.28             £69.15  

 20.12.19         £65.87   £3.28             £69.15   



  

14/20 Planning      

  

WP/19/00576/FUL - The Russian vine and the existing fence removed and a feather edged 

timber boarded fence erected measuring 2.44m high up to a maximum of 3m high at 2 

Wellingborough Road - permitted, IPC did not comment on this application.   

  

WP/19/00596/CND - Details submitted pursuant to condition 2 (details shown on approved plan 

KA31253-003 Rev A (registered 23 July 2019) must be completed within 3 months of the 

decision date - 22 August 2019) of planning permission ref: WP/19/00333/FUL at Land 

Adjacent 205 Orlingbury Road With Access Opposite 102 Orlingbury Road - discharged, IPC 

did not comment on this application.  

  

WP/19/00628/TCA - T1 - Mature Copper Beech. 20% crown reduction and canopy thin.  

Excessive shading also to balance tree as power utility company have reduced one side. T2 - 

Mature Maple. Fell tree due to sparse foliage and a large amount of deadwood throughout the 

crown. Retain stem at 2-3m for habitat conservation value at 1 South Street - permitted, IPC did 

not comment on this application.  

  

WP/19/00566/AMD - Application for a non-material amendment to planning permission ref: 

WP/19/00118/FUL to allow for the re-siting of the log cabin and for the change of colour from 

brown to light green with off white fascias at 12A Langton Place - permitted, IPC did not 

comment on this application.  

  

WP/19/00658/TCA - 1 x conifer, 1 x Ash, 6 x Hawthorn - remove due to urgent need to build a 

retaining wall where the land is subsiding. Replacement planting will be done at 7D Kettering 

Road - permitted, IPC did not comment on this application. *  

  

WP/19/00700/FUL - Proposed two storey side extension at 8 Winston Drive - ongoing, IPC have 

not commented on this application.  

  

WP/19/00702/LDE - Application for a lawful development certificate for an existing use or 

operation or activity including those in breach of a planning condition for: following the grant of 

planning permission, all relevant conditions were discharged and a meaningful start made on site 

with the access, services and garage to plot 1 being built at All Saints House 26 Middle Street - 

ongoing, IPC have not commented on this application.  

  



WP/19/00748/FUL - Conversion of water tower to dwelling with detached garage - part 

retrospective application at Disused Pumping Station Orlingbury Road - ongoing, IPC currently 

deciding whether or not to comment.  

  

WP/15/00769/FUL and WP/19/00079/FUL - Erection of 18 dwellings (including 7 affordable 

dwellings) and creation of vehicular access at Land Off The Sorrels - we understand that the 

housing association proposed by the applicant have withdrawn and a new housing association to 

partner with the applicant is being sort, we also understand it is incumbent on the applicant 

providing those affordable dwellings before more market housing can be undertaken.  

KET/2017/0616 – Outline planning application by DB Symmetry Ltd for up to 214,606 sq m 

gross external area for class B8 warehousing & distribution, ancillary class B1 (a) offices, with 

associated access, internal roads, parking, landscaping and drainage at land to the south of the 

A14 junction with A509 –  

  

Following a Freedom of Information request to NCC a copy of the Option Agreement to 

purchase the land by DB Symmetry was issued to the IPC, this raised a number of further 

questions back and forth to NCC. In our opinion a very poor deal has been done by NCC with 

DB Symmetry we are giving consideration as to whether or not to take it further.  

  

KET/2019/0666 - Construction work for the dualling of A509 between A14 jct 9 and Symmetry 

Park employment site, with new roundabout, associated drainage, lighting and landscaping - 

ongoing, IPC have objected to this application.  

  

KET/2018/0965 - (Up to 214,606 sqm gross external area for class B8 warehousing and 

distribution, with ancillary class B1(a) offices, with associated means of access, internal roads, 

parking, landscaping and drainage): Proposed variation to condition 2 and the approved 

Parameters Plan (13-170 P002 Rev P14) with changes to the wording associated with maximum 

heights and finished floor levels' at land to the south of the A14 junction with A509 - permitted, 

IPC objected to the application.  

  

7D Kettering Road – a gabion retaining wall was used to hold up the driveway and Felicity 

Webber from the Borough had advised that planting would be difficult and she hoped another 

fence would not be so prominent. Councillor Hobbs will draft a response as earlier planning 

conditions are not being met.  

  

15/20 Any Other Business         

  



Large potholes were reported as being in the A509 Isham and the Finedon turn - Clerk to report 

them to Street Doctor.  

  

No further information has been received from AP Lewis regarding the street lighting in The  

Sorrels. The affordable Housing Association has withdrawn from making an agreement with  

  

AP Lewis and the Borough have provided them details of other Housing Association, no further 

market housing can be constructed now until the affordable housing has been provided.  

  

th 

There was a reminder that the election will be on 7  May the nomination papers have to be 

returned for 8th April, but no paperwork is available yet.  

  

16/20 Date of the next meeting         

       

The date of the next meeting is the Annual Parish Meeting on 9th March 2020, at 6.30pm, 

followed by the Parish Council meeting, in the Village Hall.   

         

       

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm with thanks to those attending.  

   

  

  

   

……………………………….Chairman                 ………………………….Date    

  


